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Pennsylvania Farmland Preservation Association
Legislation of Interest – Spring 2026
Amending Act 43

[bookmark: _Hlk21499536][bookmark: _Hlk21499006]SB 339		Mastriano
Short Title:	An Act amending the act of June 30, 1981 (P.L.128, No.43), known as the Agricultural Area Security Law, further providing for purchase of agricultural conservation easements and for Agricultural Conservation Easement Purchase Fund
Summary:	Increases dedicated annual funding by earmarking 10% of the existing realty transfer tax to support the easement program, reduces the minimum subdivision size for preserved farmland from 50 acres to 25 acres, and will allow parcels of less than 10 acres that are adjacent to preserved land or used for the production of area-specific crops to qualify for the easement program.
Status:	Ag. & Rural Affairs, Senate (Feb. 26, 2025)

HB 1059		Brennan
Short Title:	An Act amending the act of June 30, 1981 (P.L.128, No.43), known as the Agricultural Area Security Law, further providing for purchase of agricultural conservation easements, for Agricultural Conservation Easement Purchase Fund and for Land Trust Reimbursement Program.
Summary:	Will direct a portion of the state-allocated farmland preservation funding to be set-aside annually for use by land trusts to preserve farms. Farms must meet all state minimum criteria.  The use of these funds will not require the county to be a party to the agricultural conservation easement, but land trusts will have to provide matching dollars to be reimbursed for the purchase costs of an easement. If a land trust ceases to exist, any easements purchased with state-allocated dollars will be transferred to the county or the state.
Status:		Ag. and Rural Affairs, House (March 26, 2025) 
PFPA Position:	Oppose (fall 2025)

HB 1584		Greiner
Summary:	Legislation that will provide for the preservation of small parcels of farmland under limited circumstances. 
 
From Co-Sposorship Memo:
The current law does not provide for the preservation of parcels less than ten acres in size. The current law likewise requires a minimum of 10 acres for a subdivision of already-preserved farmland. There are numerous circumstances where parcels of less than 10 acres are not preserved, are contiguous to already-preserved farmland, and the adjoining preserved farm owner wishes to add the smaller parcel to his or her preserved farm. There are likewise circumstances where contiguous preserved farm owners wish to convey smaller parcels from one owner to the other.
 
This legislation will require a county farmland preservation program to provide for such small-parcel preservation and subdivision and further, insulate any transfers from triggering roll-back tax penalties under the Clean and Green preferential tax assessment program.
Status:	Laid on the Table (September 10, 2025)
PFPA Position:	
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